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On May 15, the government's domestic news service AIN criticized small farmers selling products
on the black market instead of fulfilling obligatory quotas to the government. The criticism
coincided with a congress in Havana of the National Small Farmers Association (ANAP). According
to the AIN, diverting farm products from government stores to the black market is also the result of
"weakness and irresponsibility" by some officials responsible for collecting state produce quotas.
Around 80% of Cuban farm land is held by the government, result of nationalizations after the 1959
revolution. Farmers allowed to keep small plots must hand over part of their produce to the state.
Black market sales of farm produce remain widespread across the island and provide an alternative
source of foodstuffs to Cubans who receive tightly rationed monthly supplies of food and other
subsistence goods from the government. Every weekend, many Havana residents head for the
countryside to barter or buy from local farmers chickens, geese, pork, mutton and a whole range
of vegetables and fruit. On May 16, the ANAP reiterated the government's criticism, and called
on small farmers to stop black market sales or face sanctions. Delegates on the congress approved
the statement in an unanimous vote. According to a recent statement by President Fidel Castro,
state-run farms and cooperatives increased output by 20.8% and 20.3%, respectively, in the first four
months of the year compared to the same period in 1991. Meanwhile, produce deliveries by small
private farmers to the government have declined, in part because of black market sales. (Basic data
from Reuter, 05/15/92; Agence France-Presse, 05/16/92)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 1 of 1

